160                    WOMEN AND SOCIAL INJUSTICE
Foreign cloth shops are to be treated in the same way
as liquor shops as soon as there are enough trained women
volunteers. Though the same committee will carry on the
two boycotts, it will necessarily have two branches. It will
be open to any woman to offer her services for only one
branch of work, nor is it necessary that every worker
should belong to the Congress. Only this must be clearly
understood that the work is part of the Congress
programme, and has tremendous political results, if it has
also equally great moral and economic consequences.
Those who will belong to the foreign cloth boycott
branch should realize that without the constructive work
of khadi production the mere boycott will be a mischievous
activity. Its very success without the production of khadi
will prove the ruin of the national movement of indepen-
dence. For the millions will take it up in simple faith. But
they will curse us, if they discover that they have no cloth
to wear or that the cloth they can get is too dear for their
purse. The formula therefore is: discard foreign cloth,
and make your own khadi and wear it. Already there is a
dearth of khadi. Most of the khadi workers are in the salt
campaign. Therefore the production has suffered a
temporary check.
But there need never be any dearth of cloth the
moment the country gets disabused of the superstition that
it must buy cloth to cover its nakedness. It would be on a
par with someone saying that we must starve if we cannot
get Manchester or Delhi biscuits. Even as we cook our
food and eat, so can we, if we but will it, make our own
cloth and wear it. We did it only a hundred years ago, and
we can relearn the trick now. All the vital processes are
almost too simple to learn. At this supreme crisis, this
turning point in the nation's history, we must not hesitate
and nurse idleness. I do not need to restate the argument
about our mills. Even if every mill were genuinely
Swadeshi and even if all became patriotic, they could not
supply all our wants. Whichever way we look at it, whether
we like it or not, we cannot escape khadit if we are to